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Abstract 

This deliverable describes the management of the trans-national access (TA), 

including outcomes from the most recent call for access (5th, 6th, and 7th, October 

2019 – September 2020).  

It provides updates on the transnational access workflow, with details about the 

selection of the applications, their review, and how results obtained by the TA 

users are shared. General statistics of applicants to the TA programme and the 

research services used from the 1st to the 7th TA calls are provided. 
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3.2. TA policy document 
Transnational Access (TA) providers in the ASSEMBLE Plus consortium agreed on common and 

straightforward procedures to ensure harmonised TA provision and user satisfaction. WP3 has 

produced a detailed policy document for regulating, granting and supporting TA (see D3.1), now fully 

implemented among the community of liaison officers at the 15 access providers and the User 

Selection Panel. The TA policy document is reviewed on rolling basis with the inputs of LOs. A new 

version of this document is released before the onset of any new TA call. 

3.3. TA project proposals selection 
Project proposal submission 

The entry point for submitting applications is the TA webpage of the ASSEMBLE Plus website 

http://assembleplus.eu/access/transnational-access. The AO interacted and responded to the 

applicants’ questions and liaised with the liaison officers. Since call 4, project proposals have been 

submitted through the ARIA web platform, granting a smooth process for applicants, liaison officers 

and user selection panel members, and it proved to be an effective tool for the management of the 

overall TA. 

Eligibility check 

Following the proposal submission deadline, the AO checked proposal eligibility according to criteria 

described in D3.1. Only the 2% of the applications did not meet the eligibility criteria. 

Feasibility check 

The feasibility of the proposals was checked by the LOs. During the feasibility check, the LO checks the 

ability of the Access Provider to support the applicant with the successful execution of the proposed 

project within the proposed time window. 

Scientific review 

The AO distributed the proposals found to be eligible and feasible over the members of USP to one 

external USP member from the Advisory Board and one internal member from the Project 

Implementation Committee (PIC). Conflicts of interest were avoided, ensuring that USP members did 

not evaluate proposals to or from their own home institute.  

Following USP suggestions during the 2nd General Assembly, the evaluation system was slightly 

modified, compared to the first four call for access, in order to increase the relevance of the scientific 

excellence of the proposal received and to smoothen the review process. The USP members agreed to 

apply the following selection criteria (range of scores for each selection criterion in parenthesis): 

1. Scientific excellence and novelty of the project proposal (0-5 points) 
2. Scientific feasibility/probability of delivery (0-1 point) 
3. Need of the proposal to be carried out at the chosen Access Provider (0-1 point) 
4. Priority to external applicants (overall, 3 points) 

a) Applicant from non-marine discipline, and/or from country where state-of-the-art marine 
research infrastructure is unavailable (1 point) 

b) Early career scientist (<5 years following PhD) or PhD student (1 point) 

http://assembleplus.eu/access/transnational-access
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c) No joint publication over last 5 years with in-house staff with which user requests collaboration  
(1 point) 

d) Repeated user: access received at the same access provider in previous TA calls of ASSEMBLE 
Plus. In case of proved published outcomes, this penalty is not counted. (-1 point) 

The webpage http://www.assembleplus.eu/access/scientific-review provides the list of the USP 

members and the selection criteria used for evaluating the project proposals. 

For those projects that passed the USP review, the AO sent e-mails to the relevant LOs to check if the 

Access Provider had budgeted enough TA funds to accommodate all of the projects requesting access 

to their stations. In case an access provider reached the maximum hosting capacity in a given call, the 

AO has been in contact with the successful applicants who could not be hosted, in order to reallocate 

the project towards alternative access providers, equally capable to satisfy the needs of the research 

teams. The AO sent a letter of acceptance to the applicants of each granted project. The AO sent an e-

mail of rejection to each applicant whose project had not been granted, inviting them to submit an 

updated proposal in the next call. In both cases, the USP feedback received in the scientific review was 

sent to the applicant for possible re-submission of the project proposal in the next TA calls. 

3.4. Tools for the management of the TA  
The tools for the management of the TA workflow (shared spreadsheet and the ARIA web tool) are 

fully operational and their workflow is consolidated among the community of liaisons officers. 

3.5. TA reporting 
The AO monitors and collects the documents required to reimburse the TA visit (confirmation of 

access, activity report with data management plan and user group feedback questionnaire). TA 

projects are reported right after the access has taken place through the “confirmation of access” 

document, which is sent by the LOs to the AO. The AO uploads in the EC portal user information and 

amount of unit of access delivered. Currently, an overall amount of 153 out of 391 accepted access 

requests have been completed and reported so far. 

3.6. TA calendar: on-site and remote access requests 
Submission of project proposal is open all-year round since May 2019 (4th call). TA projects can be 

performed in defined “access call window”, starting from project acceptance until six months after this 

date. The TA calendar and “access call windows” are available at the webpage 

http://www.assembleplus.eu/access/next-calls. 

On-site projects are evaluated at pre-defined collection dates. Projects requiring exclusively remote 

access are reviewed and evaluated straightaway with no “access call window”. The next call for access 

(8th) closing on October 4, 2020 will allow access until June 2021. 

Given the international travel restrictions caused by the current COVID-19 pandemic, all the TA 

projects that could not have been performed in the first part of the 2020 will be hosted until June 2021.  

http://www.assembleplus.eu/access/scientific-review
http://www.assembleplus.eu/access/next-calls
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3.7. Impact of COVID-19 and countermeasures to continue to offer TA 
The pandemic outbreak in the first month of 2020 and the consequent international travel restrictions 

and temporary closure of marine stations and institutions of the consortium have caused delays in the 

execution of TA projects accepted in the last TA calls.  

The current re-opening of marine stations has allowed to resume the TA activities and on-site projects. 

To mitigate the impact of a possible second wave and continue to offer access to excellent TA projects, 

the option to convert an on-site to a remote access project has been offered to the researchers of the 

accepted TA projects wherever possible. In addition, a list of facilities and services available for remote 

access has been created and available at the webpage http://www.assembleplus.eu/access/remote-

access.  

http://www.assembleplus.eu/access/remote-access
http://www.assembleplus.eu/access/remote-access























